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connections
for Caregivers

The R&R is a free service to all families. We serve Tulsa, Creek, Wagoner and Rogers counties. In 10-15 minutes, we 
get information about your family to conduct an individualized search for your specific needs. The referrals are then 
immediately given by phone, emailed, faxed, or mailed to you. You can call, go online and fill out an intake form, or we 
can fax you an intake form. We narrow down the search in minimal time to help you and your family. 
All calls are answered by a live person who then refers you to the next available Referral Specialists. If a parent has to 
leave a message, their phone call is returned most times in the same day. All specialists keep a phone log that states 
when they called a person back and if a message was left. We try our hardest to take care of our clients and providers in 
a timely manner. We know how important your time is.
Providers, do not forget... if a family calls and you do not have openings, refer them to us and we can help them find the 
child care that fits their family’s needs.

About CCRC’s Resource and Referral
How easy is it to use the Resource and Referral Line to find child care?

On Time Attendance.. .Every Day for Every Student

Did you know that...nationally, an estimated one in ten kindergarten and first grade 
students are chronically absent?

By Stacy Mwongizi, Linkages Program Manager, TACSI

Developing good habits start early. Attendance is important for all children and families, including those in early care and 
learning settings. Developing good attendance habits in all early childhood settings, birth through age 8, sets the stage for 
better attendance throughout the educational pipeline. 
Consistent attendance starting in the early years is criti-
cal to gaining the social and academic skills essential to 
school success. Research suggests that attendance has  
a direct impact on student academic achievement and 
lifelong success. Students who demonstrate an early 
pattern of chronic absence are at grave risk of becoming 
more and more disconnected from the educational  
process, possibly even dropping out of school. 
TACSI, with the generous support of Linkages, Child 
Care Resource Center, Community Service Council, Tulsa 
Early Childhood Association and The Foundation for Tulsa 
Schools, hosted a series of events dedicated to raising 
awareness of the issue of early chronic absence. Jane 
Quinn and Abe Fernández of The Children’s Aid Society’s 
National Center for Community Schools kicked off the 
campaign with a community event hosted at The University of Oklahoma’s Schusterman Learning Center. Participants were 
introduced to several national early chronic absence efforts, sparking local community interest in the topic. The following 
day, the Early Chronic Absence Institute took place at The University of Tulsa’s Allen Chapman Activity Center. The Institute 
was led by Hedy Chang, Executive Director of Attendance Works, an initiative that promotes the awareness of the important 
role that school attendance plays in achieving academic success. During the Institute, Hedy, Jane and Abe facilitated infor-
mative and engaging sessions to an audience of close to 100 participants including, early care and learning providers, family 
advocates, public school administration, teachers, school counselors, community agency representatives, and others.  
Through the efforts of all involved in the early chronic absence work that occurred in Tulsa during November, leaders,  
educators and advocates now see early chronic absence as a concern–but more importantly, a concern that will no longer 
go unnoticed. 

Hedy Chang speaks to Tulsa area school leaders 
about Early Chronic Absence



Fun with Food
By Aubrey Fick, Referral Specialist

Help children become familiar with healthy food options and various 
vegetables by playing this tossing game.

• Make a tic-tac-toe board with nine squares on a large poster 
board.

• Cut out pictures of vegetables from magazines or printed pictures 
from the computer and glue one on each square.

• Make a beanbag by putting dried beans in a plastic bag. Double 
bag and seal with tape. 

• Place the game board on the floor and have the children stand in a 
circle a few feet away from the board.

• Let the children take turns throwing the beanbag on the board. 
Have them name the vegetable on which it lands. You can also 
have them name the color of the vegetable. Ask them to describe 
it (crunchy or soft, for example). 
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Updates from the National Association  
for the Education of Young Children 
NAEYC recently reported that in 2011, 510 new preschool, child care, or kin-
dergarten programs enrolled in the NAEYC early childhood program accredita-
tion process, with 373 earning NAEYC accreditation for the first time. 166 
NAEYC-accredited programs received fee scholarships to defray the expense 
of participation in the accreditation process.
NAEYC also reported that it’s Center for Applied Research, published a guide to 
states on the necessary considerations for implementing an appropriate kin-
dergarten entry assessment, Developing Kindergarten Readiness and Other 
Large-Scale Assessment Systems: Necessary Conditions in the Assessment of 
Young Children. With the growing state trend of assessing children’s readiness 
for kindergarten, this will be a useful tool for making informed decisions on 
policies about kindergarten assessment. 

Math Made Fun-Sorting and Classifying
By Ellie Newby, Child Care Consultant

Increase your preschooler’s early math skills by providing them with 
lots of opportunities to sort and classify objects. Young children enjoy 
these activities and gain practice in analytical thinking and problem 
solving, which are necessary math skills. In order to classify a group 
of objects children need to be able to recognize similarities and differ-
ences and then sort based on common attributes.  
This group-time activity is a fun way to introduce the concept of attri-
butes. Have several children stand side by side and ask the class to 
guess what they all have in common. Are they all girls? Are they all 
wearing sweaters? Is their hair the same color? Repeat this with differ-
ent children and other attributes. As the children gain skill, try grouping 
using two common aspects such as boys who are also wearing white 
socks. For more math activity ideas come visit us at CCRC‘s Resource 
Library where we have math and curriculum books available for you to 
check out.

Art with Toddlers and Twos
By Jessica Ruggles, Infant Toddler Specialist

Art for Toddlers and Twos should be used as a learning experience 
and experimentation with different colors, textures, and skills. With this 
age group, the focus should definitely be on the process, not the end 
product. During the process of art, children discover their own inde-
pendence, the joy of exploration, delight in creating and the frustration 
of challenges. We want to communicate to the children that the most 
important thing is the process of doing art. We can do this by using 
open-ended questions and comments. For example, “Tell me about 
your artwork?”, “I see you’ve used many colors!” or “I see you’ve made 
your own shade of brown.”
Some tips for art time with toddlers and twos include: Let children 
stand or kneel, create a drying area, use shallow containers (cookie 
sheets) to contain materials, and finally, once is never enough so repeat 
activities over and over, and allow children to make one or many art 
projects.  
Provide interesting materials for your toddlers and twos and sit back to 
watch what happens!
Resource: First Art by MaryAnn F. Kohl (you can check the book out in 
CCRC’s Resource Library!)

Resource Library News
We have a new transportation learning luggage! It features transportation 
counters, wooden cars and trucks, wooden street signs, a magnetic car 
matching game, a plastic track set with cars, a stringing car set, two  
children’s books, and two CDs! Packed with fun for children ages 3 - 5!
A reminder: The library will be open until 8:00pm on the third Thursday of  
the month (January 19, February 16, & March 15.) On February 16, we will 
be hosting a specialized training in the library (see details in the training  
calendar insert.)

Congratulations to Pat DeBose and Mona Stanford, pictured above. 
They are members of the Family Child Care Accreditation Facilitation 
Project (Success by Six), and have recently become reaccredited by  
the National Association for Family Child Care. Way to go, girls! If you 
are a two star family child care home and are interested in becoming 
nationally accredited, contact Marlene Smith at 918-831-7247  
or msmith@ccrctulsa.org or Jessica Ruggles at 918-831-7267 or  
jruggles@ccrctulsa.org for information on becoming a member of  
the accreditation group.

Family Child Care Homes Accredited!

Pat DeBose Mona Stanford

Mark your calendars for the following upcoming events! 
• Top of the Town benefitting CCRC, June 14, 2012,  

TICKETS on sale NOW!
• 3rd International Infant Toddler Conference April 11-13…2013! 



CONNECTIONS  FOR CAREGIVERS jANuARY TO mARCH 2012 3

Tulsa Area Safe Kids  
Winter 2011 Car Seat Checks
January 10 10-12 Owasso Fire Dept.
  207 S Cedar (76th St North & Cedar)
January 19 2-4 Tulsa Fire Dept. Station 22
  7303 E 15th St 
  (15th St between Sheridan & Memorial)
January 26 2-4 Bixby Fire Dept. Station 2
  8300 E 121st St 
  (121st St. between Memorial & Mingo)
February 14 10-12 Owasso Fire Dept.
  207 S Cedar (76th St North & Cedar)
February 16 2-4 Tulsa Fire Dept. Station 22
  7303 E 15th St 
  (15th St between Sheridan & Memorial)
February 23 2-4 Bixby Fire Dept. Station 2
  8300 E 121st St 
  (121st St. between Memorial & Mingo)
March 8 2-4 Just Between Friends - 
  Exchange Center Building / Expo Square
  4145 E 21st St 
  (21st St and Yale – Tulsa Fairgrounds)
March 13 10-12 Owasso Fire Dept.
  207 S Cedar (76th St North & Cedar)
March 15 2-4 Tulsa Fire Dept. Station 22
  7303 E 15th St 
  (15th St between Sheridan & Memorial)
March 22 2-4 Bixby Fire Dept. Station 2
  8300 E 121st St 
  (121st St. between Memorial & Mingo)

Divertido con Alimentos 
por Aubrey Fick, Referral Specialist

Ayude a los niños a familiarizarse con las opciones de alimentos 
saludables y diversas verduras por jugando a este juego de  
lanzamiento.  

• Haga un tablero de tres en raya con nueve cuadrados en un table-
ro de gran cartel. 

• Toma imágenes de verduras de revistas o imágenes impresas de 
la computadora y pegar uno en cada plaza. 

• Haga una pelotita por frijoles secos puestas en una bolsa de plásti-
co. Use un bolsa segunda para más fuerza y lo sella con cinta.  

• Coloca el tablero en el suelo y permita a los niños de formar un 
círculo alrededor a pocos pies del tablero.

• Permita a los niños tomen vueltas de tirar la pelotita en el tablero. 
Piden a los niños el nombre de la comida donde el que cae la 
pelotita. También puede tener les nombrar el color de la verdura. 
Pídales que describirlo (crujiente o suave, por ejemplo).

Divertirse con las Matemáticas-Ordenar  
y Clasificar 
por Ellie Newby, consultor de cuidado infantil

Aumentar habilidades de matemáticas temprana para tu niño preesco-
lar poniendo a su disposición con un montón de oportunidades para 
ordenar y clasificar objetos. Los niños disfrutan de estas actividades y 
adquirir práctica en el pensamiento analítico y resolución de problemas, 
habilidades importantes de matemáticas.  En orden de clasificar a un 
grupo de cosas, los niños necesitan ser capaces de reconocer simili-
tudes y diferencias y, a continuación, ordenar los objetos basada en 
atributos comunes.   
Esta actividad de grupo es una divertida forma de introducir el concepto de 
atributos. Tienen varios hijos ponerse de pie lado por lado y pedir la clase 
adivinar lo que todos tienen en común. ¿Son todas chicas? ¿Son todos 
vistiendo Chompas? ¿Son los colores del pelo lo mismo? Repita este paso 
con los niños diferentes y otros atributos. Como los niños adquirir habili-
dades, intentar agrupar utilizando dos aspectos comunes como los mucha-
chos que también están usando calcetines blancos. Para más ideas de 
matemáticas, vienen visítenos en la Biblioteca de Recursos del Niño donde 
tenemos libros de matemáticas y currículo para pedir prestado.

Arte para los jóvenes 
por Jessica Ruggles, Infant Toddler Specialist

Arte para niños pequeños y los muy jóvenes se debe utilizarse como 
una experiencia de aprendizaje y experimentación con diferentes colo-
res, texturas y habilidades. Con este grupo de edad definitivamente el 
foco es en el proceso, no el producto. Durante el proceso del arte, los 
niños descubren su propia independencia, la alegría de exploración, 
deleite en la creación y la frustración de desafíos. Queremos comu-
nicar a los niños que la cosa más importante es el proceso de hacer 
arte. Podemos hacerlo mediante comentarios y preguntas abiertas. Por 
ejemplo, “¿Me dicen acerca de la ilustración?”, “¡Veo que tú has usado 
muchos colores!” y “Veo que has hecho tu propia sombra de marrón”.  
Algunos consejos para tiempo de arte con niños pequeños incluyen: 
deje que los niños de pie o arrodillarse, cree a un área para secar, uti-
lice recipientes poco profundos (hojas de cookie) en orden de contener 
materiales y finalmente, una vez nunca es lo suficientemente. Permitan 
los niños de repetir muchas veces las actividades, y permitan a ellos de 
hacer uno o muchos proyectos de arte.   
¡Proporcionar interesantes materiales para los niños pequeños y sen-
tarse a ver qué pasa!
Resource: First Art by MaryAnn F. Kohl

Resource Library News
¡Tenemos un nuevo aprendizaje-equipaje con coches! ¡Incluye contadores de 
transporte, coches y camiones maderas, signos de calles madera, un juego 
de comparación de las coches, unos calles de plástico para los coches, un 
conjunto de coches que pueden juntar uno a otro, dos libros para niños y dos 
CDs ~ repleto de diversión para las edades 3-5! 
Un recordatorio: la biblioteca estará abierta hasta las 20:00 en los terceros 
jueves del mes (19 de enero, 16 de febrero & el 15 de marzo.) El 16 de 
febrero, vamos a tener un entrenamiento especializado en la biblioteca (ver 
detalles en el calendario de formación insertar.)
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from the nurse
Listed below are helpful contact names and information for professional 
development opportunities or consultation in early childhood.

Child Care Health Consultant
Joyce Reynolds, RN, 918-831-7245, jreynolds@ccrctulsa.org

Child Care Consultant
Ellie Newby, 918-831-7234, enewby@ccrctulsa.org

Quality Enhancement Initiative (Success by 6)
Paige Whalen, Coordinator, 918-831-7237, pwhalen@ccrctulsa.org

Reaching for the Stars
Linda Bradford, Tulsa, Creek, Rogers and Wagoner Counties, 
1-800-734-7520 linda.bradford@okdhs.org

REWARD
Kristina Allen, 888-446-7608, ext. 241, kdallen@ou.edu

Scholars for Excellence in Child Care (Scholars)
Kim Darris, Scholar Coordinator, Tulsa Community College, 
918-595-8280, kdarris@tulsacc.edu

Warmline - 1-888-574-5437
CECPD - Center for Early Childhood Professional Development 
1-888-446-7608 or www.cecpd.org

Oklahoma Child Care Resource and Referral (OCCRRA) 
1-888-962-2772

Who to Call

CCRC is a program of the Community Service Council 
of Greater Tulsa, a united Way member Agency. 

Funding is also provided 
by the Oklahoma Child 
Care Resource and 
Referral Association.

The purpose of CCRC is to promote quality, affordable 
child care in the Tulsa area.

Quality Care For Every Child
16 East 16th Street, 
Suite 200
Tulsa, OK  74119

918.834.2273 (834-CARE)

On-line: www.ccrctulsa.org

Safety in the Classroom
Safety is one of the most important elements of an early care classroom. 
Accidental injuries are the leading cause of death in children over the age of 
one. While children are in your classroom, their safety is your responsibility. 
Many injuries can be prevented by following a few simple steps.
Supervision: No matter how safe your environment may seem, children will 
always find a way to fall down, bump their heads, or scrape their knees. The 
number one priority for safety in your classroom should be supervision. 
Good supervision can stop an incident before it occurs and provide helpful 
ideas for improving safety in the future.
Environment: The indoor and outdoor environment should have an abun-
dance of soft surfaces to protect children in the event of a fall. Inspect your 
classroom for tripping hazards and sharp edges on tables and chairs. Every 
part of your classroom should be checked for strangulation hazards including 
cords from window blinds.
Toys: All toys should meet the Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Standards. Toys should be free of harmful paints or chemicals and should 
not have small parts that could be ingested. Any toys with broken or missing 
parts should be removed from the classroom.
Electricity: Cover all exposed outlets to prevent children from sticking their 
fingers or other objects into them. Surge protectors and other electrical cords 
should be mounted out of the reach of children
Cleaning Supplies: The cleaning supplies necessary to keep your classroom 
clean and sanitary should be stored out of the reach of children and away 
from food products. Never store, for example, bleach water next to a con-
tainer of formula in the cubbies over the changing table. These chemicals 
can cause poisoning and other health problems and should always be kept 
out of the reach of children.


