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connections
for Caregivers

2nd International Infant Toddler Conference a SUCCESS!

The LINK Project receives new grant! 

The LINK Project recently received grant funding 
from the Newfield Foundation based in Houston, 
Texas which believes “Employees are key in help-
ing the Foundation direct its gifts to worthy causes 
in specific geographic areas where Newfield oper-
ates”. This grant allows the LINK Project to provide 
important screening and referral services for more 
of Tulsa’s youngest children!!

The International Infant and Toddler Conference held on April 14, 15 and 16th was a huge success with over 400  
participants from seven countries and from all over the United States attending almost 20 different sessions on infant  
and toddler care giving, parent com-
munication, screening and assessment 
of young children and other topics.  
Highlights featured speakers such as  
Dr. Samuel Meisels of the Erikson 
Institute, Dr. Carol Brunson Day of 
the National Black Child Development 
Institute, Peter Mangione from WestEd 
and Intisar Shareef of Costa Contra 
College in California. Many of the  
sessions at the conference had handouts 
that are available for print. Go to www.
ccrctulsa.org to download session   
handouts. Many thanks to all the  
attendees, presenters, and conference 
committee members for making our  
2nd International and Infant Toddler  
conference such a success! 
If you attended the conference and have not yet filled out an evaluation, please do so and help us to better meet your 
needs next time. You may find the evaluation link at www.ccrctulsa.org.

Dr. Samuel Meisels, President of  
the Erikson Institute Graduate School  

of Child Development, speaks to  
Tulsa Public School Principals  
about Early Childhood issues.

CCRC’s Melinda Belcher and Principal 
Chief Chad Smith of the Cherokee 
Nation who opened the conference 

on Thursday. 

Our Thursday evening Community event on Autism drew over 100 
participants with panel members Sherilyn Walton, Lesley Gudgel, Jodi 
Legnon and award-winning documentary film-maker Erik Linthorst.

Advocates for young children Senator John Ford of Bartlesville,  
Dr. Carol Brunson Day of the National Black Child Development 

Institute and Mr. Bill Doenges of Tulsa.



Centro de Recursos
El 18 de agosto y 15 de septiembre, estaremos abiertos hasta las 8:00 
p.m. Durante ese tiempo, se llevará a cabo un entrenamiento de una hora 
entre 6:30-7:30 p.m. En agosto, será “Sándwiches, Formas y Secuencia” 
y en septiembre, será “La Comida, el Otoño, y la Granja”. El taller se cen-
trará en las actividades creados por las maestras. ¡Usted está invitado a 
ver lo que tenemos que ofrecer! 
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Resource Library News
On August 18 and September 15, we will be open until 8:00 pm. 
During that time, we will conduct a one-hour training from 6:30 to 
7:30. In August, it will be “Sandwiches, Shapes and Sequencing” and 
in September, it will be “Food, Fall, and Farm”. The focus will be on 
teacher created activities. You are invited to come look at what we have 
to offer!

FREE LUNCH PROGRAM offered through Tulsa 
Public Schools – The SUMMER CAFÉ 
Summer Café (formerly known as the Summer Food Service Program) 
was created to provide NUTRITIOUS MEALS TO ANY CHILD AGES 18 AND 
UNDER to continue their physical and social development, FREE OF CHARGE 
(NO PAPERWORK OR DOCUMENTATION NECESSARY) during the summer 
months. Tulsa Public Schools has been participating in this federally funded 
program for over 30 years. This summer, the program will run from JUNE 
8th THROUGH AUGUST 12th.   
Please contact us for additional information 
or any questions you may have.
Sheila Russell – Coordinator, Phone: (918) 833-
8679, Email: russesh@tulsaschools.org OR 
Nelson Hernandez – Asst. Coordinator, Phone: 
(918) 833-8673, Email: hernane@tulsaschools.
org

El Verano Afuera
By Jessica Ruggles, Infant Toddler Specialist

Pues, aquí es el verano y es el tiempo perfecto para que los bebés 
y niños pequeños juegan afuera. Antes de llevarlos a es importante 
recordar que asegurarse el área es limpio y libre de riesgos. Una limpia 
suavemente utiliza edredón suave o manta hace un gran lugar para que 
los bebés no móviles estar mientras que los otros jugar. Además de jugar 
motor bruto hay una variedad de cosas que hacer fuera. Incluso los más 
jóvenes pueden experimentar agua o arena. Por tener tazón de fuente 
de agua y el bebé sentado con el proveedor puede sentir el agua en 
sus manos o pies o el proveedor puede liberar suavemente arena en las 
manos o los pies. Deja a los niños pequeños pintar con agua utilizando 
pinceles grandes o esponjas. Otra opción para al aire libre está tomando 
todo centros fuera. ¿Lo que sus hijos sería capaces de hacer si usted 
tomó todos los bloques y coches fuera? ¿Qué pasa con la obra dramáti-
ca? Lectura puede realizarse bajo un árbol sombrío. Y por supuesto arte 
es gran fuera porque te pueden realmente desordenado. Cuando se trata 
de su experiencia al aire libre tratar de pensar fuera de la caja y ver qué 
ideas diferentes, uno se puede topar con hacer la experiencia al aire libre 
una gran.

Summertime outdoors
By Jessica Ruggles, Infant Toddler Specialist

Well summertime is here again and it is the perfect weather for taking 
the infants and toddlers outside.  
Before taking them out it is important to remember to make sure the 
play area is clean and free from hazards. A clean gently used comforter 
or blanket makes a great place for non-mobile infants to lie while  
others play.  
Besides gross motor play there are a variety of things to do outside. 
Even the youngest can experience water or sand. By having a shallow 
pan of water and the infant sitting with the caregiver she can feel the 
water on her hands or feet or the caregiver can gently release sand 
onto the hands or feet. Let toddlers paint with water using big paint-
brushes or sponges. Another option for outdoors is taking entire centers 
outside. What would your children be able to do if you took all the 
blocks and cars out? What about dramatic play? Reading can be done 
under a shady tree. And of course art is great outside because you can 
get really messy.  
When it comes to your outdoor experience try thinking outside the box 
and see what different ideas you can come up with to make the out-
door experience a great one. 

The Family Child Care Home Accreditation Facilitation Group had a booth 
at the Fathers and Families Expo held at the Dream Center in May. 

Children and adults alike had fun going on the “Book Walk” to 
see if they could win a children’s book. 

They could play until they won, so many, many books found new homes  
that day, while volunteers from the Accreditation Group helped CCRC  

staff man a table full of information and resources for parents. 
Pictured above is Dianna McCrary. 

Other volunteers included Frankie McCrary, Pat DeBose and DeVonne Willis. 
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The United States Environment Protection Agency has sent out an 
alert for all child care facilities planning to renovate, repair, or paint 
any facility that was built prior to 1978. It is important that facilities 
only hire Renovate, Repair, and Painting (RRP) certified contractors to 
do this work due to the dangers of lead-based paint and lead dust. 
Any facilities that plan to do the work themselves, must register the 
facility and the staff doing the projects with the USEPA. Important 
information can be found at the following links: 

• EPA’s RRP web page www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/renovation.htm 
• a tri-fold brochure geared toward managers of buildings and 

child care facilities that we can provide you. www.epa.gov/lead/
pubs/bldg-mgr-brochure.pdf  . 

Hiring RRP certified contractors and painters at pre-1978 facili-
ties will help keep those child care premises free of the hazards 
associated with lead-based paint and lead dust.   

The Consumer Product Safety Commission has issued a guide to 
NEW crib standards for child care providers. There have been too 
many injuries and deaths associated with unsafe cribs. All cribs in 
child care facilities and family child care homes must meet the new 
and improved federal safety standards starting December 28, 2012. 
The new standards take effect for manufacturers, retailers, import-
ers, and distributors on June 28, 2011. For information and more 
details as well as how to go about making sure you, as a provider, 
are compliant with the new crib standards visit  www.ccrctulsa.org 
or www.cpsc.gov

NOTICE TO ALL CHILD CARE FACILITIES 
BUILT PRIOR TO 1978: Patios y equipos de recreo exterior proporcionaran diversión, el aire fresco y 

el ejercicio. Sin embargo, también pueden plantear algunos riesgos para la 
seguridad.
Equipos defectuosos, las superficies inadecuadas, y el comportamiento 
descuidado son sólo algunos de los peligros de parques infantiles — cada 
año, más de 200,000 niños son tratados en salas de emergencia por lesio-
nes relacionadas con las áreas de recreo. Muchos de ellos podrían haberse 
evitado con la adecuada supervisión. Puede hacer que el parque un lugar 
que es entretenido y seguro para sus hijos por las verificaciones de equipos 
para los peligros potenciales.

• Debería hacer por lo menos 6 pulgadas de material de relleno suelto, 
como arena, gravilla, astillas de madera o caucho triturado debajo de 
cualquieras equipos de escalar. La hierba y la tierra no son aceptables 
superficies para cayendo.
• La superficie acolchada debe extenderse por lo menos 6 pies más allá del 
equipo. La cobertura adicional puede ser necesaria, dependiendo de qué 
tan alto es una diapositiva o que tan larga es un columpio. 
• Asegúrese de que no hay espacios que pudieran atrapar la cabeza de un 
niño, el brazo, o cualquier otra parte del cuerpo. Todas las aberturas en el 
equipo (por ejemplo, los peldaños de una escalera) deben medir menos de 
3 ½ pulgadas o que deben ser más anchos de 9 pulgadas. 
• No debe haber equipo roto. Equipo de madera no debe ser grietas o  
astillas. 
• El equipo de metal debe ser libre de oxidación.
• Compruebe si hay objetos (como el hardware, ganchos en forma de S, 
tornillos, y los bordes afilados o los bordes no terminado) que sobresalen en 
el equipo y podría cortar una ropa infantil o hacer que se enrede. 
• Todo el hardware en el equipo deben ser seguros, sin partes sueltas o 
rotas. Plástico y madera que no debe mostrar signos de debilitamiento, y no 
debe haber ninguna superficie astillada u oxidadas.

Recuerde: la supervisión activa en el patio de juega requiere que los 
adultos se mueven en todo el área de juego en lugar de sentarse y 
mirar.

Seguridad en el Patio de Juega

Family Child Care Providers Raise Funds to Attend 
National Conference 
A television was donated by CCRC to the Mentors for the Family Child 
Care Accreditation Facilitation (Success by Six) Group who raffled it off to 
raise money to help with the expenses to attend the National Association 
for Family Child Care Annual Conference in Henderson, Nevada this July. 
Attending will be: Pat DeBose, Jackie Evans, and DeVonne Willis  
(pictured at right). They hope to learn a lot and bring back new ideas to 
share with the group. 
Also attending the conference this year are Susan Eckelt, a Mentor for the 
group who will be presenting a session at the Pre-Conference and Delores 
Turner who is also a member of our group.
If you are a 2 star Family Child Care Home and are interested in becom-
ing Nationally Accredited, you may want to learn about the Accreditation 
Facilitation Group. If so, contact Marlene Smith at msmith@ccrctulsa.org  
or 918-831-7247. 

AND THE WINNER IS…Family Child Care Home Accreditation Facilitation 
Group has a WINNER of the TV they recently raffled off to raise money 
to help send three of the group’s mentors to the National Association for 
Family Child Care Conference this summer. Rebecca Roberts was the lucky 
winner of a 32” Sony Bravia Flat Screen TV! Congratulations Rebecca!!

Pat DeBose Jackie Evans DeVonne Willis
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from the nurse
Listed below are helpful contact names and information for professional 
development opportunities or consultation in early childhood.

Child Care Health Consultant
Joyce Reynolds, RN, 918-831-7245, jreynolds@ccrctulsa.org
Janna Cooney, RN, 918-831-7229, jcooney@ccrctulsa.org

Child Care Consultant
Ellie Newby, 918-831-7234, enewby@ccrctulsa.org

Quality Enhancement Initiative (Success by 6)
Paige Whalen, Coordinator, 918-831-7237, pwhalen@ccrctulsa.org

Reaching for the Stars
Misti Denton, Tulsa, Creek, Rogers and Wagoner Counties, 
1-800-225-9868, misti.denton@okdhs.org

REWARD
Kristina Allen, 888-446-7608, ext. 241, kdallen@ou.edu

Scholars for Excellence in Child Care (Scholars)
Kim Darris, Scholar Coordinator, Tulsa Community College, 
918-595-8280, kdarris@tulsacc.edu

Warmline - 1-888-574-5437
CECPD - Center for Early Childhood Professional Development 
1-888-446-7608 or www.cecpd.org

Oklahoma Child Care Resource and Referral (OCCRRA) 
1-888-962-2772

Who to Call

CCRC is a program of the Community Service Council 
of Greater Tulsa, a united Way member Agency. 

Funding is also provided 
by the Oklahoma Child 
Care Resource and 
Referral Association.

The purpose of CCRC is to promote quality, affordable 
child care in the Tulsa area.

Quality Care For Every Child
16 East 16th Street, 
Suite 200
Tulsa, OK  74119

918.834.2273 (834-CARE)

On-line: www.ccrctulsa.org

Playgrounds and outdoor play equipment provide fun, fresh air, and 
exercise. But they also can pose some safety hazards. Faulty equipment, 
improper surfaces, and careless behavior are just a few of the hazards of 
playgrounds — each year, more than 200,000 kids are treated in hospital 
ERs for playground-related injuries. Many of these could have been pre-
vented with the proper supervision. 

• There should be at least 6” of loose fill material such as sand, pea gravel, 
wood chips or shredded rubber under any climb-on equipment and should 
extend at least 6 feet past the equipment. 
• Be sure there are no spaces that could trap a child’s head, arm, or any 
other body part. All openings on equipment (for example, rungs on a ladder) 
should measure less than 3½ inches or they should be wider than 9 inches.
• There should be no broken equipment and wooden equipment should not 
be cracking or splintering and metal equipment should not be rusted.
• Metal equipment should not be rusted.
• Check for objects (like hardware, S-shaped hooks, bolts, and sharp or 
unfinished edges) that stick out on equipment and could cut a child or 
cause clothing to become entangled.
• All hardware on equipment should be secure, with no loose or broken 
parts or splintered or rusted surfaces.

Remember: Active supervision on the playground requires that  
the adults move throughout the play area rather than sitting  
and watching.

Playground Safety


